THE BYZANTINE CHURCH	in
itself. Basil the Macedonian, the murderer of Michael III,
could not count upon any of the friends of this prince, his
benefactor and his victim, and thus appealed to the adver-
saries of the fallen dynasty—to the Ignatians and their hero.
Ignatius was re-established and at the Council of 869-70
(Eighth Oecumenical Council of the Latins), while avenging
Rome, avenged his own wrongs: Photius was struck down,
But there the triumph of the Pope was ended; after all
Ignatius by an involuntary homage to his enemy continued
the national policy of Photius which was an essential part of
the renewal of the power of the Empire. Ignatius retained
Bulgaria and—irony of history—avoided the excommunica-
tion of Rome only by his timely death, felix op-portunitate
mortis. Photius once more ascended the patriarchal throne
and was recognized by Pope John VIII. Thus was peace
concluded between Rome and Byzantium. At the Photian
Council of 879—80 (Eighth Oecumenical Council for the
Greeks) peace was solemnly proclaimed. Neither John VIII
nor any of his successors will henceforth undo that which
'the good John7 (as the Patriarch styles him in his last work)
had done. If Photius fell yet again and without recovery
(887)5 that was once more in consequence of a change of
sovereign. The young Emperor Leo VI, whom his father
Basil had sorely ill-treated, on his accession changed his
ministers and in order to reconcile both parties and at the
same time to secure his own control over the Church he
made his brother Stephen Patriarch. Yet the Ignatians con-
tinued to fan the flame of the fierce hatreds of the past and
pursued Photius in exile and in the tomb with a literature
inspired by bitter animosity—a literature full of mangled
citations and obvious forgeries. Until the year 898 they
persisted in their refusal to communicate with the official
Church, demanding from Rome and from the Patriarch a
fresh condemnation of their enemy. It is they who have led
men to believe in a 'second Photian schism'. At that time
there was no schism save within the Greek Church itself—a
consequence of an inexpiable party strife which is even con-
tinued under new names—the strife between Nicolaites and
Euthymians.
That which gave rise to the feud between Nicolaites and

